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The number of years by which Charles Darwin was
outlived by his pet tortoise, Harriet.
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Get the answer

Sudoku

Easy

Medium

Solutions to sudoku and battleship.
Puzzles on page 120.

Battleship

Medium

Still using
Google Trends

to understand
consumers?
That's so 2020.

We know more
about SA’s
consumers than
Google does.

BrandMapp is South Africa’s
largest independent study of
the South African consumer
class - the 13.6 million adults
who drive 85% of all consumer
spending. From lifestyle and
behaviour to brand choices and
media habits, we've got the
inside scoop on your customers
- and your competitor’s.

BrandMapp Measures include:
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LIFESTAGE LIFESTYLE MIND STATE LOYALTY

TRAVEL FINANCLAL AUTOMOTIVE

EATING & DRINKING  SHOPPING  MOBILE & INTERMET
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FRIMT MEDlh RADIO & TELEVISION

Want a sharper edge?
Let’'s talk.

info@whyfive.co.za

ERAND MEDIA AND PRODUCT PROFILER

www.whyfive.co.za
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Web experts

Spiders set the gold standard for
bumping into things on game trails

If you’ve ever wandered along a game trail and
suddenly found yourself doing a flailing interpretive dance,
chances are you walked straight into the shimmering web
of a golden orb spider.
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With a name that sounds like a mythical treasure

and silk that literally glows in sunlight, this eight-
legged marvel is one of nature’s most dazzling — and
misunderstood — architects. These spiders are also the
reason guided bush walks are led by trained field guides.
It’s practically tradition that the guide gets to do the first
web-swatting dance of the day, usually while explaining
how golden orb spiders spin their magical creations.

Golden orb spiders belong to the genus Nephila,

a name that loosely translates to ‘fond of spinning’—
and they live up to it in grand fashion. Their webs can
span over a metre in diameter and are woven with
golden-hued silk. This isn’t just for show; the gilded
tint helps camouflage the web in dappled light and
may even lure prey by mimicking sunlight glinting off
flowers. Ask anyone who’s blundered into one: this
illusion works remarkably well.

While both sexes are capable of web-spinning, it’s the
female that steals the show. She is far larger than her
male counterpart — sometimes 10 times his size! In fact,
people often mistake the tiny males for insects caught
in the web rather than the spider’s romantic interest.

Unfortunately for the male, romance is a high-stakes
affair. After mating, he often becomes the female’s
post-coital snack. Occasionally, while she’s distracted
with her meal, a second male will sneak in for his turn.
It’s survival of the quickest — and perhaps the bravest.

“It’s practically tradition that
the guide gets to do the first
web-swatting dance of the
day, usually while explaining
how golden orb spiders spin
their magical creations.”

Despite their intimidating size and vivid appearance,
golden orb spiders pose no threat to humans. They are
non-aggressive and while their venom is potent enough
to subdue their prey, it’s harmless to us. In fact, they're
considered beneficial, keeping fly, beetle and even small
bird populations in check. Yes, their webs are that strong.

Their silk rivals steel in tensile strength, gram for gram.
Scientists have studied it in the hopes of developing
medical sutures, biodegradable fishing lines, parachutes
and even components for bulletproof vests.

The spiders themselves are a visual spectacle - sleek,
often adorned with black, red and yellow markings.
They look like they belong on a high-fashion runway
rather than in your garden.

Yet, even these resilient weavers aren’t immune to
modern threats. Habitat destruction and climate change
are impacting their populations. It’s a sobering reminder
that even the most adaptable species can be vulnerable.

So, the next time you walk into a web and flail like
you're swatting invisible bees, take a moment. Laugh,
but then pause and admire the brilliance of its builder.

Text and photography | David Batzofin
For more information, go to travelandthings.co.za.



WONDERFUL

OFFERS
WEEKEND

AVIS

TAKE A BREAK
TAKE A WEEKEND
TAKE 15% OFF*

Safe Drive included
at no extra cost.

Every weekend is a chance to break away to plac
spaces that can change your life. From tr
places that make your heart sing. From
lifelines. Take a break. Take the week
off any compact car. With Safe Dri
cost, you get the thrill and the

Go off this weel

COMPACTCARS | SEDANS | SUVs




Vehicle specifications may vary. Drive the V-Class
Offer is exclusive to Mercedes-Benz Financial Se
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STORES

GAUTENG: FOURWAYS « KRAMERVILLE « CENTURION « PRETORIA « EDENVALE « ALBERTON « ROODEPOORT SCAN ME

WESTERN CAPE: SOMERSET WEST « GEORGE . TABLE BAY . DE WATERKANT « KWAZULU-NATAL: BALLITO o

HILLCREST « EASTERN CAPE: PORT ELIZABETH . MPUMALANGA: NELSPRUIT « LIMPOPO: POLOKWANE OR IN-STORE

NAMIBIA: WINDHOEK | DESIGN HUB « MAURITIUS: BLACK RIVER | BANGALOW






