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From apartments to family homes, build-ready stands and a serene 
Senior Village, Steyn City off ers a home for every stage of life. 

Contact Mark Williams at 082 559 2989 or 
Wilhelm Khumalo at 072 045 4388 to book a viewing. 

steyncity.co.za

CITY LIVING REIMAGINED
Exquisite apartments. Lush outdoor living. City convenience with retail, dining, wellness and leisure. 

City Centre, where every day is extraordinary, and life is beautiful.



























































































































































































































































Answers 
1.	Summer of Love
2.	Door
3.	Softs
4.	New Orleans
5.	Heat
6.	Being transgender
7.	 Back to the Future
8.	Whisky
9.	Swan
10.	Instant replay
11.	Debt to equity
12.	Water
13.	Radioactivity
14.	Coen
15.	Spaghetti
16.	Sigma
17.	Pomegranate
18.	Cooling/hibernation
19.	Copper
20.	Mutton
21.	Dishwashing
22.	Music
23.	United Arab Emirates
24.	Mexico
25.	Absolutely impossible

Get the answer
  �   �

Solutions to sudoku and battleship. 
Puzzles on page 120.
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Clue to 
question 2.

The number of years by which Charles Darwin was 
outlived by his pet tortoise, Harriet.
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Web experts
Spiders set the gold standard for 
bumping into things on game trails

If you’ve ever wandered along a game trail and 
suddenly found yourself doing a flailing interpretive dance, 
chances are you walked straight into the shimmering web 
of a golden orb spider. 

With a name that sounds like a mythical treasure 
and silk that literally glows in sunlight, this eight-
legged marvel is one of nature’s most dazzling – and 
misunderstood – architects. These spiders are also the 
reason guided bush walks are led by trained field guides. 
It’s practically tradition that the guide gets to do the first 
web-swatting dance of the day, usually while explaining 
how golden orb spiders spin their magical creations.

Golden orb spiders belong to the genus Nephila, 
a name that loosely translates to ‘fond of spinning’ – 
and they live up to it in grand fashion. Their webs can 
span over a metre in diameter and are woven with 
golden-hued silk. This isn’t just for show; the gilded 
tint helps camouflage the web in dappled light and 
may even lure prey by mimicking sunlight glinting off 
flowers. Ask anyone who’s blundered into one: this 
illusion works remarkably well.

While both sexes are capable of web-spinning, it’s the 
female that steals the show. She is far larger than her 
male counterpart – sometimes 10 times his size! In fact, 
people often mistake the tiny males for insects caught 
in the web rather than the spider’s romantic interest.

Unfortunately for the male, romance is a high-stakes 
affair. After mating, he often becomes the female’s 
post-coital snack. Occasionally, while she’s distracted 
with her meal, a second male will sneak in for his turn. 
It’s survival of the quickest – and perhaps the bravest.

“It’s practically tradition that 
the guide gets to do the first 

web-swatting dance of the 
day, usually while explaining 

how golden orb spiders spin 
their magical creations.”

Despite their intimidating size and vivid appearance, 
golden orb spiders pose no threat to humans. They are 
non-aggressive and while their venom is potent enough 
to subdue their prey, it’s harmless to us. In fact, they’re 
considered beneficial, keeping fly, beetle and even small 
bird populations in check. Yes, their webs are that strong.

Their silk rivals steel in tensile strength, gram for gram. 
Scientists have studied it in the hopes of developing 
medical sutures, biodegradable fishing lines, parachutes 
and even components for bulletproof vests.

The spiders themselves are a visual spectacle – sleek, 
often adorned with black, red and yellow markings. 
They look like they belong on a high-fashion runway 
rather than in your garden.

Yet, even these resilient weavers aren’t immune to 
modern threats. Habitat destruction and climate change 
are impacting their populations. It’s a sobering reminder 
that even the most adaptable species can be vulnerable.

So, the next time you walk into a web and flail like 
you’re swatting invisible bees, take a moment. Laugh, 
but then pause and admire the brilliance of its builder.

Text and photography | David Batzofin

For more information, go to travelandthings.co.za.
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TAKE A BREAK
TAKE A WEEKEND
TAKE 15% OFF*

Every weekend is a chance to break away to places and 
spaces that can change your life. From traffic jams to 
places that make your heart sing. From deadlines to 
lifelines. Take a break. Take the weekend. And take 15% 
off any compact car. With Safe Drive included at no extra 
cost, you get the thrill and the chill. Ts & Cs apply.

Go off this weekend. Start at www.avis.co.za

Safe Drive included 
at no extra cost.
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STORES

GAUTENG: FOURWAYS • KRAMERVILLE • CENTURION • PRETORIA • EDENVALE • ALBERTON • ROODEPOORT

WESTERN CAPE: SOMERSET WEST • GEORGE • TABLE BAY • DE WATERKANT • KWAZULU-NATAL: BALLITO                

HILLCREST • EASTERN CAPE: PORT ELIZABETH  • MPUMALANGA: NELSPRUIT  • LIMPOPO:  POLOKWANE

NAMIBIA:  WINDHOEK | DESIGN HUB   •   MAURITIUS:  BLACK RIVER | BANGALOW

T H E  B A R B A D O S  PA T I O  C O L L E C T I O N

M A K E  H O M E  F E E L  L I K E  A  H O L I D AY




